
 

Meon Valley Beekeepers 
 
Background 

The project 

There is a long heritage of 

beekeeping in the United Kingdom 

and more locally within the Meon 

Valley. The Meon Valley Beekeepers 

Association (MVBKA) was formed in 

1932 and has enjoyed support from 

local enthusiasts to the present day. 

The group moved to their new site 

on the Bereleigh Estate, Hampshire in 

2016 and have grown their number 

of hives from 4 to 9, primarily by 

collecting swarms. 

In 2015 a new chairperson, Fleur 

Bassett, was elected and started 

taking the group in a new direction 

which involved more engagement and 

outreach with the aim of educating 

people and through this increasing 

the number of members so that the 

invaluable work that MVBKA carries 

out could continue sustainably into 

the future. 

The Association realised the 

importance of education to break 

down fear and misconception 

through providing knowledge and 

facts and then inspiring people to 

help by supporting local producers, 

planting bee-friendly flora in their 

gardens and communities and 

becoming advocates for farming 

practises that support wildlife. 

MVBKA wanted to extend their operations by providing practical training and 

education facilities for new and improving beekeepers, providing swarm collection 

and quarantine facilities and attending schools, events and groups. 

In order to achieve this, on-site storage facilities had to be improved and an 

observation hive was required for education and exhibiting at various country 

shows and community events. The observation hive is also used to collect and 

quarantine new swarms in order to check for disease and temperament. In 

addition to this, new beekeeping suits would be required to enable people to 

experience beekeeping before investing in the necessary equipment – a 

beekeeping suit can cost approximately £130. 

After careful planning the project cost was established to be £9,000 and the funds 

were raised from a variety of sources. The importance of the work of MVBKA 

and its contribution to the National Park meant the Sustainable Communities 

Fund supported the project with a £2,000 grant and other supporters included a 

District Councillor grant, the Waitrose local charity scheme and the Co-op. 

Funding also came from MVBKA itself as well as in-kind contributions from their 

volunteers. 

With funding in place the Association purchased and built a storage shed and 5 

new hives; and added an observation hive, new suits and other beekeeping 

equipment to their stock. 

The new beekeeping suits, in a variety of sizes, meant that youngsters could also 

experience beekeeping. The observation hive, which is fully sealed, also meant 

that bees could now be safely transported and displayed in schools and at events 

for educational purposes. 
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The future “The grant has massively helped our association. It 

helped us get our new association apiary up and 
running. This facility will not only let us teach new 
members the craft of beekeeping but also enable to 
get the community more involved. I started keeping 
bees 2 years ago while still at school and enjoy 
meeting and talking to the public at shows.” 

 
Dylan Gussman aged 16 

The additional equipment has increased the group’s capacity to carry out all of 

its activities which has led to an increased membership and sustainability. 

The group now has over 80 full members and 30 associate members and has 

diversified its income streams to include providing training courses and 

charging to collect swarms and then selling them on. 

The group feels that beekeeping can be used to deliver many key messages to 

youngsters and the wider community in a way that feeds into bigger issues and 

conversations. 

With their enhanced facilities and capacity the MVBKA are now able to host 

and attend more engagement events. They are developing formal learning 

resources and are increasing the number of schools which they visit each year 

to a target of 10. 

They now have 8 colonies of approximately 50,000 bees each at Bereleigh and 

some swarms that will be sold on. 

 

The boost that this project 

has given MVBKA has 

enabled it to be even more 

ambitious in terms of their 

future growth. 

The National Park Authority 

is now working with them to 

sow wildflower meadows 

adjacent to their site which 

will improve the local 

biodiversity and honey 

production. 

MVBKA are now also 

fundraising to purchase a 

storage trailer which would 

further extend their ability to 

engage with communities. 

 

Visit 

http://meonvalleybeekeepers.

co.uk/ for more information 

on the work of the Meon 

Valley Beekeepers 

Association. 

 

Visit 

www.southdowns.gov.uk/scf 

for more information on the 

Sustainable Communities 

Fund. 

 

 

The outcome 
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